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by ISABEL L. DAVIS

What is the truth about the
reports of Saucers landing
in various places, the pilets

teaching those they meet?

ALL FLYING saucerdom
is now divided into two ir-
reconcilable groups. One
group believes that human
beings have had direct con-
tact and intelligible commu-
nication with extraterrestrial
beings; thz other group re-
jects all such reports as the
product of conscious or un-
conscious invention.

The split between believers
and skeptics 1s, and should be,
a real and permanent one.
For to the skeptics, flying
saucers still deserve the name
of UFOs— Unidentified Fly-
ing Objects. To the believers,
on the other hand, thanks to
the extensive information
they claim to have received
from their extraterrestrial
friends, the saucers are no
longer UFOs but IFOs—
Identified, fully identified,
Flying Objects. The two
terms are mutually exclusive.
An object cannot be identi-
fied and unidentified at the
same time. |

The organization to which
I belong, Civilian Saucer In-
telligence of New VYork, is
among the skeptics. As such,
we are accused by the believ-
ers of egotism, bias, arro-
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gance, and mulish cynicism.
They say we pre-judge the
contac t-communication re-
ports and refuse even to ex-
amine them. They say we
should “keep an open mind,”
“reserve judgment,’ give
these cases “the benefit of the
doubt,” “listen to all sides of
the question,” and always re-

member that “anything 1s pos-

sible.”

These are fine w:ll-sound-
ing phrases; but what about
the stories they defend? They
are spoken in support of some
of the most extraordinary
tales that have ever asked cre-
dence from the human mind.
Yet astonishing as they are,
still more astonishing is the
fact of their ready, uncritical,
and fervent acceptance.

It i1s the purpose of this ar-
ticle to prove, if possible, that
the scepticism I share with
others is not blind or auto-
matic or arbitrary, but is
based on specific, solid ob-
jections; to set down, for the
record, some of the reasons
why each successive report of
this kind has seemed so con-
spicuously bogus; and to
point out exactly what it is
that we are being asked to be
open-minded about. There
may be some people who are
genuinely bewildered by our
intransigence. Finally, any-
thing is useful that may help
to sharpen the distinction be-
tween Unidentified and Iden-
tified flying objects.

Needless to say, I am not
at all the first to criticize

these stories sharply. Many
other UFO researchers have
pointed out flaws. Not an ar-
ticle but a book could be writ-
ten about this subject; even in
the generous space allowed by
Fantastic Universe, much
more must be omitted than
can be included. And still
more 1ncongruities remain, I
am sure, to be discovered, for
there seems to be no end to
the contradictions of these
cases.

Note that the key word in
this controversy is communi-
cation. Exactly what the skep-
tics disbelieve must be clearly
understood: they reject all
cases that involve the two-way
exchange of ideas or informa-
tion between earth people and
“space people.” Other reports
of encounters with (possible)
extraterrestrials, not involv-
Ing communication, are in a
different category, as I hope
to show later.

This article is based on
eight books published by six
well-known contactee authors,
as listed at the end of the ar-
ticle. All six men have lec-
tured extensively about their
reported experiences, and
some have published other
documents, but I will deal
chiefly with these books,
which are readily accessible to
anyone who wants to check
my statements.

At first glance these books
are very different from each
other. Gecorge Adamski, who
describes himself as “philoso-
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pher, student, teacher, saucer
researcier,” and atlows others
to refer to him as “Professor”

Adamski was the first with a

full-length book. Fiying Sau-
cers Hafe Landed, to which
co-author Desmmond ILeslie of
England contributed a long
section about flying saucers
in ancient and recent litera-
ture, was published in Oct.
1953 in tize U.S. (in Sept. 1953
in England). It describes Mr.

Adamski’s two original “con-
tacts” with a Venusian and his
“scout ship,” the first in the
California desert on Nov. 20,
1952, the second at Palomar
Gardens, Adamski’s home, on
Dec. 13, 1952, At the first
meeting Adamski took several
photographs of the ship and
the area where it landed (he
was not permitted to
graph the Venusian himself)
and gave one plate to his new
acquaintance. At the second
“contact” the scout ship flew
over the Gardens and a hand
dropped the plate out of a
“porthole” and waved to
Adamski. The plate, when ex-
amined, seemed to have had
the original image erased in

order to substitute certain
mysterious symbols; these
have been differently ex-

plained by different interpret-
ers. Similar markings appear
on plaster casts of footprints
left in the dezert soil by the
Vem*sxan at tL first “meet-
Ing’’; these casts were made
by othier persons present that
day, who by a fortunate picce
of foresight had krought plas-

photo--

ter of Paris with them. These
“witnesses,” however, of
whom thf:s.e were six, did not
speak to the “extr'ix_r&r: strial”
themselves; at Adamski’s re-
quest they remained half a
m:le to a mile from the meect-
ing-place, but watched
through btﬂ cculars Adamski’s
hour-long conversation wi th
his new “friend from space.”
The talk, which covered many
pmlos:.-oph;cal and. scientific
points, was conducted with
gestures, atded by mental tele-
pathy.

During the next two years,
while support for FSHL
flourished-—together with
some sharp criticism—Adam-
ski had several other meetings
with men and women from
Venus, Saturn, Mars, and
elsewhere. These took place,
he says in Inside the Space
Ships, both on earth (where
the space Brothers are said to
live and work incognito) and
in Venusian and Saturnian
scout and “mother” ships. He
again met his friend of the
first “contact,” whom he calls
“Orthon”; he is not allowed
to reveal the true names of
these extraterrestrials (at a
lecture in NMew York, before
the publication of ISS, Adam-
ski said the Venusian’s name
was so difficult to pronounce
that he never "r“pﬂn.:t., IL) ISS
describes five such “contacts”
in great detail, including ex-
cursions into snace  witl

Adamski aboard, clozs-up

views cf the moon (though it
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land), and lengthy philosophi-
cal conversations with two
oreat teachers or masters, the
coverzations conducted 1In

English,

Also describsd was a sixth
contact, wisn his space
friends took photograpns of
the ships for him (using
Adamski’'s own Polarcid cam-
.era which he had brought
with him, though unfortunate-
ly with insufficient film) as
best they couid against the ra-
diation of the ships. This 1m-
portant event occurred unex-
peciedly in April 1955, barely
in time for Adamski’s report
of 1it, and the photographs,
to be included in ISS—which
was actually on the prezs, he
tells his reacders, wiien he had
the “contact.”

All Adamski’s visits to the
space ships were unaccom-
panied, even the one on Aug-
ust. 23, 1954, when Desmond
Leslie—always Adamski’s loy-
al supporter—was in Los An-
geles, Leslie was not invited;
Adamski says of this curious
exclusion: “He knew that 1
was apout to have this contact
and was most anxious to be
taken with me. While 1 too
hoped for this, the Brothers,
for reasons which they did not
give, were not able to grant
the request. As I loock back, I
think it was because the na-
ture of some of the things
waich were shown and ex-
plained to me this time were
not designed for one without
previous contacts.”

Adamski’s two narratives

are characterized by meticu-
lous details about the ships,
their occupants, and condi-
tions in the universe; and by
the homilies on spiritual sub-
jects from the masters and
Brothers— “none of which
surprised me,” Adamski says,
“since I had long been think-

ing and saying the same
things.”

But Adamski’s experience
was' apparently not the first
of its kind. On May 24, 1932,
six months betore “Orthon”
made the famous foctprints,
Orfeo Angelucci 1‘1&1{1 begun
his friends bip wit Ncp..unﬁ
Orion, and the exqmmtely
beautiful” Lyra. The Secret
of the Saucers relates many
highly-colored and indeed
tantastic incidents, including
the author’s 7-day attack of
“amnesia’ in Jjan. 19’53, wien
his body went about its usual
duties; noct until Si,r-a.ember
did he “remember” anything
—but then a great dx,almabom
the “visit” he made in an “eth-
eric’ body to the remains of
the planet Lucifer, and the
tender conversations there
with _his  two friends. The
book is permeated with emo-
tion: tears of affection, re-
ogret, and grief are freeiy shed
by all three; and is written in
a style ,.M_ﬁas.ﬂmned to almost
operatic p**ic,.ﬂ TSOTS was
published in 1955; but earlier
that vear Oriso had already
said farewell to Lyra— “she
who encompassed all love, all
compassion and all under-
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standing, and whose radiant
eyes were a benediction.”

Likewise, all of Truman
Bethurum’s “contacts” had
preceded Adamski’s. DBegin-

ning July 27 and eanding Nov,
2, 1952, Bethutrum had 11
meetings on the with
Captain Aura Rhanes, the
“chic petite brunette” who
commanded an “Admirals’
Scow’ and i1ts crew of 32 men.
Clarion, Bethurum tells *is in
Aboard a Flving Saucer
(“Nen-Fiction: A True Story
of Personal Expecrience,” the
title page adds) is a planet on
the other side of our Moon
and hence never visible to
Earthlings.

Compared with the more
dignified ladies of the other
space ships, Aura sparkles,
and her desert idyll with Tru-
man has some unique touches.
She seems to be the only
“space woman’ in these booikks
ever to rcceive a giit from a
terrestrial; somewhere on
Clarion is an earthiy fountain
pen., Next to her “office” in
the Scow 1s a room with a
typewriter; on it she types,
through the wall (by telepath-
1c. control?) a i

i o
ol l

letter, 1n
French, answering a cuestion
in the same language. The
letter 1s reproduced in the
book: 1t shows that Aura
needs a new machine, and re-
fresher courses in both typing
and French—there are too
many mistakes in both. She
can when she wishes, we are
told, use “perfect and high
level Enelish,” or: *hit' the
same ordinary plane” as Beth-

uruni’'s. She breaks into dog-
gerel rayimme every so oiten;
many of these gems cry for
quotaticn, but I have space
for only one. She is the only
space woman to mention
bocks, even briefly: asked
wiiat her hcbbies are, she says,
“I like to read and ride and
swim, and fish in lakes and
rivers. I like to dress up nice
and dance. But houscwork
gives me shivers.”

But she is no mere blue-
stocking. “Her smooth c¢kin
was a beautiful olive and
roses, and her brown-cyed
flashing smile seemed to
make her complexion more
glowing.,” Usuaily she wears
a red and black dress and a
red and black beret; but once
she wears “...a light gray
slack outfit, very chic indced,
with her fully developed small
figure sct off by the slacks,
which appeared almoest as if
painted on her, so snugly did
they fit.”

*erhaps smeall wonder that
Mrs. Truman Bsthurum’s suc-
essful divorce suit in Los
Angeies in 1956 named Cap-
tain Rhanes as correspondent,

.1

Clarion itseif “sure sounds
like Heaven,” Bethurum says,
and he accepts instantly an
invitation to visit it, bringing
five selected men friends. No
women on this first visit,
says Aura: “There is g reason
for this, and I ask you to take
my word for it.” No cameras
either, oddly enough. They
discuss plans energetically.
Aura comments on the {first
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name on the guest list, Father
John: “He is well known in
your town, and in cane and
‘gown perhaps he will lead us
all in a mass or twe, and join
with orations and songs to en-
lighten my cirew.” But these
daydreams come to an abrupt
and mysterious end. After the
meeting of Nov. 2, 1952, when
plans for the stag visit to
Clarion were almost complete,
the Scow goes away normally,
but never returns.

It will be of interest to note
that Bethurum reports visit-
ing Adamski at Palomar Gar-
dens i1n July 19533; he told
Adamski about Clarion, and
Adamski exzpressed his belief
in the story. i

Atter Angelucci and Beth-
urum, 7 e White Sands Inci-
dent, by Daniel V. Frv, seems
bare and colorless. Mr. Fry,
who was an instrument tech-
nician at White Sands when
the incident was said to have
cccurred, rnaver saw the occu-
pant of the saucer, since
A-Lan (or Alan) has four
more years to go in the pro-
cess of be\...ﬁ“w*'iff acclimatized
to Harth’'s air, .gravitv, and
germs, So ""nt 12 can hve on

tarth 1f he wishes; but he
converses with Fry bv the us-
ual telepathy (here referred to
as IiSP) and by “direct modu-
lation of the auditory nerve.”
Compared to the pmturemue
details so lavishly supnlied by
other extraterrestrials, A-
Lan’s conversation has few
high spots. But this brevity is
compensated for by the early
date that Fry assigns to his

experience—July 4, 1950,
more than two years bzfore
any of our otiier coniactess —
and by the whirligig speed of
his reported trip in the sav 2r
at A-Lan’s invitation: 32 min-
utes from White Sands to
New York and return.

Mr. Fry's shrewd economy
of incident and detail of
course diminishes the amount
of “prooi” that can reasonzbly
be demanded by critics. But
the last two authors on our

list do even better. These
books pressnt no in-person
contacts at all; messages from
thess groups of “npa..... beings™

come solely through various
forms of mental telepathy.
Van Tassei’s title, I Rode a
Flyineg Saucer!, is, as he him-
self points out, no more than a
bid for attention. The rest of
the title page reads: “The
Mystery of the Flying Sau-
cers Revealed through George
W. Van Taszel: Radioned to
you by Other-World Intelli-
genices i1n Reaction to Man’s
Desatructive Action,” The
b'z‘:volr pressnts 52 “messaces”

eceived at Giant Rocl: Air-
port, California, between Jan.
6, 1952 and kiar. 20, 1953, be-
fore an audience, while IMIr.
Van Tassel was “...in attine-
ment with the vibratory fre-
quency of the communicating
intelligence and. . .unaware of

his audience.”

None  of the Van Tasscl
“Intelligences” are identified
as being “women,”’ and none
are said to come irom any
particular planet. Their names
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and titles indicate a quasi-
military organization: “Lut-
bunn, senior in command, first
wave, planet patrol, realms of
Schare”; “Latamarx, 62nd
projection, 5th wave, planet
patrol, realms of Schare”;
“Singba, regional fleet au-
thority for the entire 45th pro-
jection, all waves, realms of
Schare”; etc. The organiza-
tion travels in saucers that
are called “ventlas” and can-
not be shot down, and it en-
joys the benefits of pinpoint

navigation. On Mar. 21, 1952,

Totalmon (4th projection, 7th
wave, space patrol, realms of
Schare) informs his listeners:
“Elevation 750 miles above
you, speed 170,000 miles per
second.” On May 23, 1952,
Kletarc (42nd projection, 3rd
wave, realms of Schare) says:
“We are about to pass out of
your cone of receptivity,
72,148.2 miles above you.”

One of the last messages
should be noted particularly
(Feb. 13, 1953): “Hail in love
and peace. I am Ashtar, com-
manaant Vela gquadra sector,
station Schare. You have just
heard the authority granted
by Schonling, Lord God of
the third dimensional sector,
for our authority to take
corrective measures. We are
creating a Light energy vor-
tice near the planet Shan
(Earth) in an effort to sta-
bilize your planet. This ef-
fort requires the combined
forces of 86 projections, 29100
waves, of 236,000 ventlas.

Needless to sav this vortice

1s going to create extensive
damage to counteract the un-
balance man has created on
Shan. Our center extends to

you their love and blessings.
My Light. I am Ashtar.”

At Giant Rock, where
these, “messages” were ra-
dioned,” Van Tassel holds an
annual Spacecrait Conven-
tion. He also conducts there
a “College of Universal Wis-

dom,’ and issues the “Pro-
ceedings’’ cf that institution;
he has aiso been receiving

contributions tocward the con-
struction of a “longevity ma-
chine” accerding to instruc-
tions given him by the “oth-
er-world intelligences.” Since
issuing IRAFS he has had, he
alleges, experiences of a more
material nature, including
“levitation” from the desert
into a saucer one night in the
suminer of 1956.

The Saucers Speak! A
Documentary Report of Inter-
stellar Communication by Ra-
dio Telegraphy, by George H.
Williamson and Alfred C.
Bailey, contains messages said
to have been received, chiefly
at Prescott, Ariz., from Aug.
2, 1952, to Feb. 15, 1953. The
small group of contactees in-
cluded “Mr. R.,” the radio
operator, a somewhat enigmat-
ic figure. Messages came also
by automatic writing, by “the
Board” (a wvariety “of OCuija
board), and by “direct tele-
pathic contact”; cnce a Bugs
Bunny movie was involved in
communication prﬂmuure In
addifion to the 24 messages
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presented, members oif the
groun are said to have re-
ceived many others telepathi-
caliy,

On Nov. 20, 1952,
Mrs.
Mrs.

HII‘, and

Bailey were four of the
six ¢ witneszses” who watched
Georege Adamszki through bi-
.nocu.ars as he had his first

“contact” with the Venusian;
both ccuples had been ac-
quainted with Adamski for

some time. Williamson made
a cast of the hieroglyphilc
footnrints for his own study;

the symbols are discussed at
somie” (lenmeth in o Qther
Tongues, hkis second book.
T hcre are indeterminate -

mors that since 1952 the Bail-
eys have retracted their testi-
mony to Adamski’s “contact’;
Wiliiamson has gone to Peru,
whence messages from his
“Council of Seven Lights”

reach his adherents in the
i
The “extraterrestrial cast”

of Thd is smaller than Van
Tassel’'s, but the names are
just as picturesgue and some
menibers are very communica-
tive, There 15 Nah-9, who in-
forms his contactees, “Some-
times on Neptune we eat Ma-
cas, which are like your cat-
tle but do not have horns and
have very big ears.” Both Zo
of Neptune and Zrs of Uran-
us are specitic about Fowser
—ﬂ-T“*ri—’rﬂ’s s&mnd moon, a
“dark moon,” never seen “be-—
cause o©f certain conditions.”
Sedat, Universal Record

Keeper, stated that *“all

Williamson and Mr. and

thoughts are recorded in the
Temple of Records on the
planet Hatonn in Andromeda.
Kadar Lacu, although *“a mere
vouth—several hundred years
old,” was head of the Inter-
planetary Council-Circle on
miaster-Cratt. His constitu-
endy was apparently vast: "I
am elected {from the Uni-
verse.” Also represented were
the Toresoton and Safanian
Solar Systems; Andromeda—
20470; Woli—259; and other
paris of the solar system and
the universe.

All these “space people”
travel in saucers, and call
them “Crystal Bells”; a group
of the wvehicles is called a
“Bell Flight,” and may in-
clude hundreds or thousands

of Bells. As both Earthlings
and “extraterrestrials” were

preparing for an attempted
landing and in-person contact
scheduled for Sept. 28 (it
failed—apparently because
the correct road was hidden
by a cloud of dust raised by
logeing trucks), Zo tells his
“contacts” that “there are
14000 bells near the second

moon, Fowser.”

The most interesting com-
munications in TSS are those
that refer briefly to the “So-
lex Mal”’—the Mother Tongue
or Solar Tongue, the universal
language. “All men of other
worlds speak this language,”
says Affa of Uranus; only on
Farth has it been forgotten.
It is a “symbolic pictogra-
phic” language; no symbols
are shown, but translated syl-
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lables of Sclex Mal were pro-
vided as a password betore
the unsucceszful contact at-
tempt of Sept. 28.

e

Beoth WMr. Williamson and
his wife hold degrees in an-

thropolecgy; the remnants of
this professional training ap-
pear clearly in his longer
book, Other Tongues-—QOther
Flesh: A Startling Sequel to
“The Saucers Speak!”

This volume 1s an elaborate
and complex attempt to syn-
thesize all the stories emanat-
ing from the various contact-
ees; to bring them all into
harmony—that 1is, into har-
mony with Williamson’s own
doctrines; and to provide, we
might say, a kind of “holy
scripture’”
communication believers.

The section "Other
Tongues” gives further atten-
tion to the HSolex Mal. The
esoteric symbols on the cele-
brated footprints of Adam-
ski’s Venusian are assumed to
be in the universal language.
Williamson’s “translation” of
them is followed, however, by
an entirely different transla-
tion by another interpreter.

1

A group of 81 “revealed”
pictographs is presented, some
followed only by the sylla-
bles of speech they are said
to represent, some by sylla-
bles plus a translation. The
forms range from simple to
elahorate' no basic quality or
“style” seems to prevail
throughout the “vocabulery.”

Clearly, the Mother Torgue

for the contact-
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of the universe is neither easy
to read nor easy to write.

In the section “Other
Flesh,” the author describes
his classification of extrater-
restrials into six groups. Wil-
ltamson apparentiy sees space
heings everywhere; FEarth
swarms with them. He is
able, however, to 1identify

them as Migrants, Wanderers,

Prophets, Harvesters, Agents,
or Intruders. The Intruders
have perhaps a special inter-
est; they are tiie beings “irom
Orion,” which Williamson as-
serts is an area of evil in the
“Omniverse”; saucer contact
claimants who behave suspi-
ciously or appear fraudulent
may be “Intruders,” he sug-
gests.

Strictly speaking, this is
not a book about the events of
contact cases but about their
results. The author makes no
attempt to give details about
individual “messages”, such as
dates, circumstances, or parti-
cipants (as he did in TSH),
except such vague references
as, “A research group in Iowa
was told by radiotelegraphy
that...,” and similar state-
ments. He mentions by name
many of the contactees, and
uses their reported experi-
ences to illustrate or prove his
theories. He answers, to his
own catisfaction at least, most
of the usual arguments
against the contact cases at
one point or another in the
discussion.

In spite of the book’s for-
mal “plan,” it gives an im-
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pression of confusion, of an
ennormous caicn-all into which
everything and anything has

cen hurriedly and heilter-
skeiter thrown. Hcre are Old
Testament pr-‘apﬂ ets, Fortean
icefalls, pyramidology, the

"mwrn.at onal bankers, | tae

symbolism of gems, the Kab-

baia, the gritfon, HEinstein,
the Ainu, vortexes, Moslem
lezends, the RMY (Resonat-

ing Electro-magnetic Field),
Bzabylonian rituals, Greek
myths, Yoga, the Toltecs, Job,
the cockats ice, dwedenborg—
tnese and hm‘!mrm of others,
all proving something, singly
or together. Wil liamson often
discovers, in a sudden juxtia-
position of seemingly random
(or asserticns), p*‘a-

Al

RS e *&

- ¥ o 1 " .
are’ an' aimest rayiiamic sce-
a1 T ¢ war,

cf soil si:m'iii'?:f, of strange
weather, of the gtoni—and fe-
verish reassurancss that the
space beings will somshow
give protection from these

dooms,

Although these books and
stories show so much difter-
ence in their incidents, char-
acters, and atmc;aphﬂre they
have a strong family likeness
besides. In these and in other

c-c cases certain underlying
themes occur repcatedly; the
pattern—most of 1t set by
Adamski, we notice—includes
the following major typical
features (not every feature in
every case, of coursse

1. The human beings 1n-
volved are relativeiy obacure
individuals (before the con-
tacts). They usualiy, though
not always, have a background
of interest in the occult or in
fiying saucers, or both.

2. In-person contacts in-
volve a single human being.
These are usua"ly private,
usually at night, in an 1solated
spot, without witnesses. Visits
to the interior of the “space-
crait,” and eventualiy a {rip in
1t, usunally are r9*301*'h,d Tele-

patinic commuications will
involve a small gwup of con-
tactees.

3. No qemo 1S  communica-
Lmn difficuities are enceoun-
tere Gezzm es, facial expres-

sioh:.-_., and ﬁ;:::;:m language are
not misinterpreted. The vocal
langurage used is Englich, or
seems to be. Bental telepathy
is widely used, even for the
in-person countacts. It func-
ticns as an ai:d to understand-
ing ges tures or words, and
often it “alerts” the contactee
for an approaching centact.
4. In appearance and phy-
sique, all the “spacemen” re-
sembie man—that is, they re-
sembled Western Caucasian
man, hiuman beings of Euro-
pean-American descent, as of
the middle of the twentieth
century. Even Zo, a telepathic
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contact and ncver seen, de-
s¢ribes himself as “S5 ft. 8 in.
tall, with auburn hair, weight
148 pounds”; he is “wnat you
would call 25 years old,” 1is
married and has 7 children,

Except from the “ventlas,”
both men and woinen are re-

ported; there are no rzports
of more than two sexes.

5. Their resemblance to us,

1n 1{}033, demzanor, and cus-
toms, 1S SO g.fbﬁlt Lhat ‘che‘y
consiantly live and work

among human beings, indis-
tinguizhable from them, and
have denb 50 Ior many ages.
are Sﬁmﬂ‘ i3S per-
“key” 1o maka
theztz:_*ﬂif‘::lves !::.;.;{}'ﬁ"fl to the dis-
3 space beings—a sign,
or sscret word of
entification—put sometimses
2

o
ecoraition 15 refusad,

! FEAL - -y
for 312 intesl-

ey ‘e e B e

1 .J_rw;,.—.l
IEthﬂl pcv;;#_
and technolegy, make us look
like cave-dweallers. Along tn
road to peirfect *"pimtuall v
they have far outsiripped us.
The differences, hovrever, are
wholly differences of degree,
not cf kind,

8. They come from all over
the universe: even when their
home worlds are specific as-

tronomical bodies, they have
travelled widely and are fa-
miliar with conditions
throughout Space.

8. As a result of their gireat-
er spiritual develcpment, fab-
ulous powers are claimsd for

them and by tiem (they have

no talse modesty). These pow-
ers are subject, however, to
raany aovrupt and strange lim-
itation cpeate ’j;, they
“cannot rw'ﬂa? i “may not re-
veal,” or “are not perr raitted
to revecal at this time,” com-
piete datails about some cru-
cial topic, or explanations,
proofs, reazons, etc. Excuses
may or not ke provided for
the m/ﬂ‘i“fmu 2il: when An-
ﬁelucr'i asis his space iriends
to restcre him to hzal th, they

Ia:m 52 dlv that 0‘:“1}r his
iyﬂﬂﬂﬂ makes him sansitive

o
(D

il
s

enougn for them to contact
him at all: when Bethurum

1
azkxs C.api::::m Rhanes for the

names of 1'““ crew, she re-
plics) _‘:i rely, they all hLave
1ames, bt :*?'.:.;:* COVICUS raasons
I cannot give t,..::-va ut.” Ses
also ]_“;..,m“ml-:l Lieslie’s excli-
sion from gne 0!? Adamski’s
“contacts,” already referred
to.

0. All the home worlds of
these extraterresirials are
Utopian, There is no war, pov-
erty, dissase, corruption, in-
justice or any other of man’s
wozs. All problems have been
soived. Unfortunately, what-
ever wealth of far-flung ex-
perience produced these Ely-
sian conditions, the spacemen
discusg anly the principles by
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which the problems were
solved (e. g., “living by uni-
versal law”), and the results,
never thie blueprints. Apart
from absence of basic trou-
bles, material pleasures are in-
numerable, and would not be
out of place in the Lbest Lomes
of Hollywood. To judge from
the spacemen’s own descrip-
tions, from the intericr of the
saucers as reported by con-
tactees, and from the brief
glimpses of nearby worlds
vouchsafed to fortunate hu-
man travellers, extraterrestri-
als everywhere enjoy all the
amenities of civilization—
with one striking exception,
to be discussed later. They
bave music, painting, sculp-
ture, games, sports, dancing,
every labor-saving device, ex-
quisite meals, beverages 1n
crystal goblets, elegantly ap-

pointed homes, becoming gar-

inerits,

10. To beings from worlds
of such physical and spiritual
perfection, Earth naturally
reveals itself as doubly miser-
able and wicked. Most of the
contactees report, in fact, that
all or most of the evil in the

universe is now encapsulated

on this planet, whose past is
even darker than history tells
us.

11. The spacemen’s pur-
poses in visiting such a grim
world are lofty and benevo-
lent. All wish only to help us;
to save us from the better-pub-
licized terrors of our time,
notably the H-bomb. Some-
times the bomb endangers

them too, (by threatening to
dicarrange the Solar System,
poison the atmospiucre of all
the other planets and the
space between them, etc.) and
their benevolence 1s mixed
with warnings. But since they
always claim the ability to
protect themselves from us if
driven to it, these selfish mo-
tives for their visits must be
considered secondary. They
wish to select human beings
through whom they can influ--
ence humanity-—the contact-
ecs, that is—and these persons
are often specifically told to
publicize their experiences
and the resulting messages for
mankind, One or two minor
purposes have also been men-
tioned, such as education,
tourism, replenishing atmos-
phere tanks, etc.

12. The reasons given by the
spacemen for their choice of
human friends vary somewhat.
Aura Rhanes states that the
meeting with Bethurum was
mere chance, The modulation
of the auditory nerve by
which A-Lan talked to Fry 1s
not possible, A-Lan says, in
all human beings; Fry 1s one
of the fortunate few. Ange-
lucci owed his selection to his
poor physical condition. In
most cases some spiritual com-
ponent of the contactee’s per-
sonality also draws the atten-
tion of the extraterrestrials
and fits him to be their am-
bassador.

- 13. The content of the com-
munications from space is of
two kinds. The first and, as
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both sides make clear, the
more important, 1S 1nspira-
tional in nature: moral, eth-
ical, religious, mystical, etc,,
“messages.” The ideas are
such as occur in cliurch doc-
trines and precepts, mystical
writings, and parimularly in
the teachings of esoteric cults
of all kinds. It is this part of
the commtinications that gives
to the whole contact-commun-
ication picture its predomin-
antly religious tone, since the
“messages’ are paramount.

14. The second ingredient
of the space communications
is factual: information on a
wide range of topics such as
the history of man and of the
Earth; description of all other
planets in the Solar System,
of the Sun, and of interplanet-
ary space; outer space and
other solar systems; the con-
struction and operation of

spaceships; the geography,
climate, clothing, religious at-
titudes, etc.,, of the home

worlds of the spacemen, and
so on. The subjects mentioned
are numerous, but the total
amount of information 1s
small; it would not, for exam-
ple, fill even one copy of the
World Almanac. Scientific
and technological statements
are limited to a few sen-
tences; full exposition would
be incomprehensible at pres-
ent, the spacemen assert.

15. The human beings who
receive contacts always con-
sider them a pleasure and a
privilege. They desire more
of them; in-person contactees

often return to the place
where earlier ones occurred.
They expres S 2 wish to have
others join the meetings—al-
though this Seldﬂm turns out
to be possible, whether be-
cause of earthly skepticism
or ‘extraterrestrial ' re butt.

1hey do, however, share their

experiences with others
through meetings, lectures,
and books, Typically, they

first attract ridicule and fam-
1ly and business troubles, then
disciples. In any event, after
the contact they cease to be
obscure.

The first thing wrong with
these stories is their picture
of the Uniform Universe.

In the infinite worlds of
space, habitable planets
should be of many kinds, dif-
fering in hundreds of ways
that would profoundly affect
the appearance of any intelli-
gent life that might develop
on them. Even in our own So-
lar System the planets are of
different sizes, at different
distances from the sun, re-
ceiving different amounts of
solar radiation, having differ-
ent gravities and, apparently,
different atmospheres. Be-
yond our system, revolving
around strange suns whose
characteristics may be widely
different from Sol’s, are plan-
ets with conditions.for life we
can hardly guess at.

But our alleged “spacemen”
visitors, whether they come

from smaller Mars, giant Sat-
urn, or .
~meda,” all resemble us and all

“Hatonn in Andro-
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resemble cach other. The like-
ness is not of looks only: it
extends to their whole bebhav-
ior pattern. According to
these stories, long eons of en-
vironmental differences have
had absolutely no effect on
the forms of life in space.

- This has net happened on
Earth, Farth is a kaleidescope
of varying life forms and life
patterns. It has bred the gor-
illa and the Virus, the dragon-
fly and the shark. In one sin-
gle species, cur own, it can
shcw Eskimos and Berbers,
Indians of the Andes, Niger-
1an pygmies, and RIMasai war-
riors, and scores of human
beings in other shapes, sizes,
and colors. All this diversi-
fication has taken place on
one very smaill planet with
more or less uniform condi-
tions througheout, and with
relatively little change in the
environment (compared to
difierences elsewhere in the
universe) since the first pro-
toplasmic cell divided,

We have the - spectacle,
thereiore, of Earth dominated
by diversity, while outside of
Earth the rule is uniformity.
Why should we be this little
- 1sland of inexhaustible variety
and endless change? Why is
Space so monotonous? For if
1t is otherwise, we get no
hint of it from the “space-
men”; on the contrary, they
talke pains to emphasize the

simtlarity of their worlds to

- Our owil,

We are mld that all the
spacernen look like us because

we and they together be-
longed to the same human
stock, which spread 2all cover
the univerze. Again, why 1s
Farth difierent? The same
species of bird living in two
different environments waill
very scon begin to reflect the
differences: bhut these space-
men, sunjected for millions of
years to varying infiuences,
still loock just as they did orig-
inally.

“But 1sn’t it egotistical of
man to think that he 1is
unique? Isn’t it arrogant to
claim that we can’t exist any-
where except on this one
planet?” This is a favorite ar-
gument of the believers—but
the egotism i1s all on their
side, not among the skeptics.
What the believers are saying
1s that intelligent life must
be clothed in forms and
thoughts like our own: that
it cannot conceivably appear
in unhuman forms. If they
are capable of distrusting any-
thing, the believers distrust
the reports of “little men”
who come out of flying sau-
Cers. |

As it happens, these little
men reports are extraordinar-
1ly interesting as a contrast
to the contact-communication
stories; for the two types of
reports are diiferent in every
way. The little men’s appear-
ance 1s humanoid, not super-
human; their behavior 1s
quite incomprehensible; and
they never communicate at
all. They utter no lofty mes-
sages, no explanations of an-
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cient riddles, no admonitions,

warnings, reassurances, pro-
phecies, or esoteric doctirine.
Even when they are said to
“speak,” what they say 1s as
uninteiligible as what they
do—nonsense syliables, some-
times interpreted by the ob-
server as words of his own
language.

 The attitude and behavior
of the witnesses is likewise
completely different in the
two types of reports. These
enigmatic encounters are al-
ways unexpected by the hu-
man being or beings involved;
they are never “alerted” by
mental telepatiny or any other
cryptic means to the fact that
they are going to “have a con-
tact.,” The witnesses are al-
ways terrified, during and af-
ter the experience; they oniy
wish it had never happened at
all, and the last thing they
want 15 any repetition of 1it.

the communication
contactees are opscure belore
t event and increasingly
well known arterwards, those
who see “little men” are only
too glad to go back, once the
nine days wonder and scoff-
ing is over, iiito the same ob-
scurity they enjoyed beiore
their distasteiul experience.
They write no bocks, give no
lectures, attract no defenders
or disciples, found no cults.
In both types of mescting the
public i1s highiy skeptical;
but those who encounter “lit-
tle men” retreat into silence
or resentment, or both, 1n the
face ‘of ridicule; while the

communication contactees are
so noble, so talkative, and so
persistent, that eventually
they grow a private public all
their own, in whose breathless
belief (not untinged with
envy and hope) they can bask
and ignore tie scoffing of the
unbelievers.

But for an artist who wants
to paint “IMlan Meeting Exira-
terrestrial,” one of the gro-
tesque little men, making
“gestures not at all human,”
seems much more likely to be
a correct representative of
The Unknown than an ideal-
ized human being from the

contact siories--—a supsarman,
but still superman.
Since these resemblancss,

however improbable, are in-
dispensable to the contact re-
ports, tiiey miuist be saved. But

even the contactezs realize
that they have to explain

somehow these biological co-
incidences. Tievy do.  They
produce one of their dogmatic

revigions of science: Environ-
mental differences do not
exist. All planets have the

same atmosphere, or nearly
so. “HEarth man couid go any-
where in the Univerge with-
out discomfort.” Mercury is
not not. Pluto is not cold. The
Sun 1s not hot either. The
Moon 13 perfectly habitable,
and inhabited.

Our alleged space wvisitors
are almost unanimous about
this “fact.” Oaly Fry’s A-
L.an, as we have seen, Lhas not
yet caught up with the infor-
mation.
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This method of argument
(if it deserves the name),
which conaists of csupporting
one unproved asseriion bf;
another one egually un-
proved, turns up often in c-C
doctrine. For another exam-
ple, if the skeptic points out
that the spacemen’s religiocus
ideas do not scem extrater-
restrial| at all, since they
have long been known on
earth, he gets the answer: “Of
course these ideas are famil-
iar—don’t you realize that
the spacemen have been here
for thousands of yesars? All
the great moral and religious
leaders of the past have real-
ly been spacemen in dis-
ouise.”

The contact-communica-
tion books are full of reter-
ences to “science’” and “tech-
nology—earthly, unearthly
and mixed. The earthlv kind
comes in bits and chunks and

scraps, occasionally in
lengt hy expozitions that give
an effect, at least, of knowl-
edge. The information may
or may not be correct; 1t is
certainly doubttul, tor exam-
ple, that the emaloﬂmn of F-
bombs could tilt the earth

axis and more doubtiul that
it could disturb the orbits of
distant planets and poison
their atmosphere. Spill pep-
per in New York and Chi-
cago sneezes? The distances,
forces, and volumes involved
are too enormous. Cataclysmic
earthquakes, more powerful
than a thousand H-bombs,

gives

cRSE

have many times shaken

earth but'left her on the same

old axis trundiing along the
ame cld orbit.

We would not be surprised
at scicntific mistakes coming
trom the authiors of these
booirs, because their compe-
tence in the subject is limited.
Cne seems tﬂ have little
background and little interest
(Ber mrum) eng appears to
have taken 1IN more iniorma-
tion than he c¢an digest
(Williamson); and the oth-
ers are self-educated in sci-
ence, a process that oiten
leaves strange gaps in a stu-
dent’s data, fails to build up a
coherent over-ail picture, and
him an i1mpression of
is' knowledge that is not
juﬂ ified by his real stock of
c

d

"l

L
L
-vlL
LS

H'1

Ty,
It

it 1s not the authors
w:o make these blunders; it
i1s the spacemen, suwvpeosedly
so well informed ahout Earth,
who are quoted by h” atl-
thors. It is rather. surprising
to find, for examﬁﬂz, that the
V{“‘,*E.'E..;.cﬁﬂ “master’ is chbvi-
a1y cﬂﬂ.‘ftzam‘ as to the
exzact difference between an
element and a mineral, and we
wish we knew what }m means
by the curious expressi on,
ﬂhys_.ral mineral wvanities.

(FHe alco thinks that the leg-
endary ‘“Golden Age,” com-
mon 1n Earth mythologies,
means an age ‘“when men
worshipped go]d more than
God.”) And what can Zuhl
and Ramu of Saturn mean

when they talk about “a tem-

3“5
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perate and cooler section or
zone on the Moon”? Unless
they have “corrected” the
Moon’s motion as well as its
atmospiiere, all parts oi tae
Moon must regularly experi-
ence the same heat and cold
in turn; a permanent temper-
ate zone is impossible.

Mr. Adamsiki himself,
tamed as an arateur astrono-
mer, no doubt undecrstands
this fact; but perhaps he was
too polite to correct his
frienas. Neveriheless it coes
seem, from these and numer-
ous other examples, that
these omniscient critics ought
to make sure of thieir Earth-
ly science before thiey start
revising it

The revisions may be
wholesale or retail. Some-
times one sentence cbliter-
ates all human observations,

data, caiculations, deductions,

theories, and inventions;
whatever has been moking
steam engines and cewing ma-
chines functicn all these
years, it was a mistake. The
process of re-educatinz us
along thie correct lines con-
stitutes a problem, however,
since the spacemen can only
assert our wrongness, nct €X-
plain i1t or give more thian a
few hints about the substi-
tute. When the savants from
space do try to explain, they
do not kave rmauch luciz; even
with tite help they presum-
ably gave him, Willizrason
makes heavy weather of de-
sCribing the “Resonating
Electro-magnetic Field.”

Most spacemen do not even
attempt an explanation; with
a kindly smile they repeat
that their science would be
quite incomprehensible to us
anyway.

The trouble with this par-
ticular excuse is that we man-
age to do better than this on
Earth. A brilliant teacher
here can take a class step by
step through an explanation,
making a difficult subject lu-
cid to most pupils and inter-
esting to even the stupid
ones. Desert Bedouins who
never saw a spark-plug be-
fore the age of 20 learn to be
competent truck drivers and
mechanics. Yet among all
these “supermen,” on all
their worlds, with all their
wealth of experience, there
15 not one textbook, not one
science teacher, not one ped-
agogical method, that can
be used on Earth.

It is impossible to do jus-
tice even to those iragments
of space “science” and “tech-
nology” that these books
contain short of many un-
availabie pages. Reluctantly,
I choose two from Clarion, re-
ported to Bethurum by Cap-
tain Rhanes in her off-hand
way. There are three kinds
of power, she informs him—
“anti-magnetic or graviia-
tional, plutonic, and nutron-

ic”: Clarion uses the third
kind, nutronic, 'as in the
“nutronic jeeps.” We can

only guess at the meaning of
this double-talk: but I sus-
pect that it would not have
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made much more sense even
if Betliurum had talked to
the men of the Scow’s crew
who - presumably — had
change of the power plant.
But a nutronic jeep is noth-
ing at all compared to
Clarion’s “retroscope.” This
amazing machine enables
‘Clarioni tps to review in their
homes “any event t.nrt ever
appened anywiiere” (italics
mine). You mayv have thought
that time-travel was confined
to science fiction; but here
it turns out to have been in-
Vﬁ"‘ifﬁd and mass-produced—

“from time untold’—right
ocn the other side of our
Moon. Truman, unfortunate-

ly, shows only the mildest
interest in this gadget. He
asks none of the questions he
should-—how does it work,
what does it look like, how is
it used for education, for re-
search, for entertainment,

for “touring”?

Just in passing, the “retro-
scope” seems to be exclusive
with Clarion. None of the
other “space people” seem to
know about it; they hnever
mention it.

A scientist with time on
- his hands might find it
amusing to try to analyze the
impenetrable muddle that
passes for “science” in these
contact-communication books.
Only one tmiﬁg 15 clear:
emf:ryi.mmr that is quoted,
misquoted, or omitted about

Farthly science and technol-

ogy, and . every  statement
that the spacemen male—--or

“spacemen

excuse themselves from mak-
ing—about their own, appears
to fit far Dbetter the theory
that these statements origin-
ate in the minds of imper-
icctly informed human be-
ings, who are irequently out
of their depths in such mat-
ters, than with the theory
that these statements come
from supremely cskilled, com-
petent, and experienced ex-
traterrestrials.

Again and again these
'’ 'behave hke' 1in-
ventions. There is always a
discrepancy between their
claims to great powers and
what they are able to do.

They claim to have built
spaceships, telepathic ma-
chines, and other technical
wonders; but when they want
te take pictures for Adam-
ski they have to use the Po-
laroid he had brought along
—so unluckily, however,
without enough film—be-
cause their own cameras and
film “are entirely magnetic
and you have no equipment
on Earth that could repro-
duce such pictures.” Some-
thing is very odd here: we re-
1ember that in Adamski’s
first book the two methods
could be used together: Or-
thon took one of Adamskt’s
first plates aboard his ship,
eiagsd the 1image, and re-
placed it with some of the
famous hieroglyphics. The
result was certainly “repro-
ducible,” since it appeared in
hig first b{} I,

There are irequent claims
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that disease kLas been mas-
tered; but Angelucei’s good
friends Orion and Lyra are
unable to restore him to
health ‘'without destroying
his sensitivity to their mes-
sages. They cannot help him

fix his automobile, either,
when lhie and his family are
stranded shivering on the
desert at night. It seems a
trivial matter; Angeluccl
does niot entertatin the

thought for a moment, for
he knew by then that “the
space visitors never in any
way interfere in mundane
atfairs.”

They proclaim this policy
of non-interference often, in
fact, and i1t is one of the fav-
orite excuses made for them
by their human friends. But
they do interfere; the CO on-
tacts thems “inter-

erence:’: mstructmg them
to “spread the gospel” 1s cer-
tainly “interference in mun-

dane affairs”.

At the same time, the
spacemen claim, of course,
that they have helped defin-
itely—discreetly and behind
the scenes—in man’s recent
spectacular conquest of dis-
ease.. The aim

solved all those disa reeable
problems—at home: poverty,

el it e B i
SlcEness war, economic In-
ualit TEey agree that

wwm

'mc::..,t of the worlds in the
universe—some say all other
worlds except E ar t h—have
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purposes, gravely important
to us and themselves; but
again there is a vast discrep-
ancy between those purposes
annd the methods they use to
attain them. If their intelli-
gence were equal to tiﬁe'
zeal, for example, they woul
certainly realize by now tha.*r_
some people can ' execrcise
more effective influence in
the world than Otﬂﬂa.-_. Here
1s the significance of the ob-
scurity of the cont

and it has nothing to do w*t'*‘f
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They clalm to have both
mental telepathy and, in some
cases, telepathm instruments
—the famous “thought disks”
—both of which would surely
be helpful in identifying suit-
able human beings. But they
do not put these to work in
any determined manner for
this purpose.

They claim to have been
visiting Farth, and on Earth,
for centuries, studying us and
(presumably) trying to help.
But they have no grasp of the
complexity of human prob-
lems. Their chief worry is
“the bomb”; but the bomb is
only a by- pmduf*t of war, and
war is a by-pnroduct of a hun-
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dred other bitterly entangied

problems,

Sometimes the believers as-
sert that the spacemen have
contacted some of our more
prominent citizens, and been
rebuffed. More often they say,
“Why should they contact
generals and scientists who
only wish to use the saucers
as weapons?’

This amounts to saying that
thare is no one available on
Earth who is boti1 prominent
and “good”’—which is simply
not true. The head of the lar-
gest church in Christendom is
not a warmonger; Gandhi was
not: Helen Keller and Albert
Schweitzer are not. Even if
we disregard community
standing, and consider only
the number of possible con-
tactees, it is absurd to suppose
that the present dozen or so
represent the sum total of up-
rightness in today’s Sodom.

For any concrete demon-
stration of their fabulous
powers, we customarily have
to depend on the word of the
one contactee who reports 1t
—as, for example, the disap-
pearance of Bethurum’s flash-
light when Aura makes 1t
“oone” from his hand.

Not that the contactees or
the space pecople or the be-
lievers mind, They all have
the same proverb: KEvery
statement is its own proof.

I1f these space people do ex-
ist, and if their behavior is as
described, then they are not
higl'minded, noble, powerful
beings. They are humbugs!

For all their massive intel-
lects, the space people cannot
make up their minds about
the one i1mportant point:
proof.

As everyone knows, all of
the “evidence” offered so far
has been unsatisfactory (ex-
cept to contactees and believ-
ers). The few photographs
are suspect. Witnesses are
non-existent, or their standing
is ambiguous. The extraterres-
trial “substances” that con-
tactees claimx to have in their
possession are not available
tor laboratory or public exam-
ination. The reported damage
to terrestrial objects due to
proximity to a saucer cannot
be verified. The famous foot-
prints and camera plate asso-
ciated with Adamski’s first
“contact” are almost impossi-
ble to discuss at this date:
they can be judged only in the
framework of the rest of the
story.

Two other things must be
ruled out as proof, though
they are often put forward as
such by believers. The seem-
ing “sincerity” of the con-
tactees 1s not proof; it repre-
sents merely a subjective
judgment on the part of the
listener, who may or may not
be qualified to judge. When
I say that 3 man is “sincere,”
all it means is that he has con-
vinced me that he himself be-
lieves what he says. He may
indeed believe it, yet may be,
from any one of a thousand
causes, completely mistaken.
Or he may not believe it him-
self in the least, for all his
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earnest manner; if 1t were

otherwise, so many spinsters’
savings would not go to line
the pockets of cenfidence
men,

All this seems elementary;
but the frequerncy with which
the “sincerity” argument is
raised makes it necessary to
emphasize the distinction. We
can say that a man’s story
holds together, that it makes
sense internally, that it does
not contradict itself, that it is
reasonable in terms of the
surrounding  circumstances;
but we cannot say that his
sincerity is conclusive evi-
dence that his story is true.

The highly inspirational
quality of the spacemen’s
messages is not proof either.
We are not asking whether
these messages are bzautiful;
we are acking whether they
are “unearthly.” We can dis-
cover no such quality, On
thousands of booksheleves, in
hundreds of thousands of
books written by human be-
ings, we can find the same
basic precepts, the same relig-
ious, ethical, moral, philoso-
phical, and mystical ideas—
often expressed much more
strongly and beautifully than
they are by the spacemen. Oc-
cult and cultist literature 1is
full of these ideas. The in-
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sages does not prove in_the

1east that the:ir source must be

]

extraterrestrial—unless  you
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make another unproved state-
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ment, that similar messages of
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known terrestrial origin have

been_around a long time be-
use the spacemen have.

On this point the believers
think 1llogically. They con-
fuse rejection of the contact
reports with rejection of the

~messages. The skeptic disbe-

lieves in Ashtar’s existence;
Aghtar i1s opposed to war;
therefore the skeptic is in fa-
vor ot it. Contrariwise, if I ar-
firm my belief in certain
“eternal truths,” I am obli-
gated to believe in the “space-
men’ who currently expound
those truths. The two bzslieis
have nothing to do with each
cther.

As for unequivocal proof,
the spacemen never provide
it. It would seem necessary
and desirable for them to
do so-—whether out c¢f con-
sideration for their human
friends, who would be spared
much ridicule if proper evi-
dence were available, or in
consideration of the urgency
of their own message. It
would be easy to provide, as
discussed below.

The real question is, do
thev or n't they want to be

recognized? Do the

they want to be__acknowl-
edged? Do__they, or _don’t

f'ﬁﬂgi_}-ufa__nt to establish their
own existence—which means
providing proof. They blow
hot and coia. Cne  moment
they are commanding a con-
tactee to tell everyone about
his experience, regardless of
ridicule. This sounds like a
desire for recognition. The

next minute they are insist-
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- ing that they don’t care, that
recognition is not important,
that they never “interfere”;
or they are reierring darkly
to “certain reasons” why they
must continue to wrap them-
selves in a fog of uncertain-

ty.

? It is all inconsistent, for
! there 1s no ditficulty about
providing prooif. They do not
need to land in Times Square,
if they are afraid of crowds.
All they need to do 1s to give
one or more contactees either
1) an object of terrestrial ori-
gin that clearly shows the in-
fluence of extraterrestrial

forces; or 2) an artitact that

obviously could not have

originated on earth at all.

In the first category are
photographs, of course;
enough photographis would
eventually silence the loudest
skeptic. But the space people
are positively neurotic about
naving their pictures taken;
and while they fighat so shy of
the camera, we may as well
forget this kind of prooti.

Even a modest collection of
spaceship objects would be
overwhelming evidence, but
they are not forthcoming. Ac-
cording to a conversation
Bethurum once had with a

sceptic, the famous “letter in

French” typed by Aura on pa-
per from Clarion, which Beth-
urum presumably still has,
would be no help at all even
if were subjected to chemical
analysis, because “paper on
Clarion is made out of just

the same kind of tress we
have on Earth.”

It is a waste of time to con-
tinue to mention the endless
excuses by wiichh the space-
raen, always with the loyal
support oif their contactees.
manage to get out of provid-
ing proof. But one kind of
missing evidence 1S so start-
ling, once 1ts absence is noted,
that 1t must be mentioned.

The easiest extraterrestrial
artifact of all to provide
would be an extraterrestrial

book.

Not the clumsy pictographs
of the “Solex Mal,” but a real
book of history, poetry, fic-
tion, a treatise or a textbook.
Such a volume would be im-
possible to fake; it would
command beliel.

But as it happens, books are
practicaily never mentioned at
all in thesz contact-communi-
cation stories.

The spaceships have “TV,”
music, dancing, games, paint-
ings; they carry table fittings
for banquets. But the gpacious
lounges apparentiy contain no
booksnelves and no book. No
one 1s ever seen reading, no
one ever mentions reading
(except Aura, who claims that
it is one of her hobbies), no
one ever mentions libraries or
literature of any kind.

Curiouser and curiouser.
Adamski’s space friends are
completely uninterested in
the books he has written
about them. They never ask
about them, and he never
mentions the subject. His
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first book is actually pub-
lished—in two countries—
while he is making repeated
visits to the space ships. But
he never oifters an auto-
graphed copy to any of the

They never ask to see it. They_

never comment on its recep-
tion, though it aroused fierce
controversy. ke ever SO
much as takes a copy of the
book on one of his “con-
tacts,” to show to the pecople
who are the chief characters
in it. No author I ever heard
of behaved this way at the
birth of a book.

In the last chapter of ISS,
Adamski describes an unex-
pected visit, on which occa-
sion he and Zirkon stand at
the portholes of the mother
ship to have their pictures ta-
ken by Orthon, from the scout
ship. His second book was ac-
tually being printed— “the
presses are rolling on 1ts
pages,” he says; but he re-
corded the episode instantly
“to rush it to my publishers
for inclusion,” and the Orthon
snapshots as well, obviously,
whatever their defects.

In the intervening 8 months
he had written his second
book and sent it to his pub-
lisher. But even on that final
occasion, presented with this
unique last-minute contribu-
tion for his book, Adamski
never mentions its publica-
tion, never mentions to them
the dash to his publishers, the
stop-press order, the changed
printer’s schedule, that will
gladly be endured for the sake

of including their gracious |
last-minute favor to him.

No great civilization ever .
flourished for an extcnded
period of time without pro-
ducing a written Iliterature.
These extraterrestrial civili-

zations have C}{iﬂ‘i;m_}, we are

told, far longer than any con
earth. Where, then, are their

bocks?

I can suggest an answer (I
am g‘.ttms?f p*etty gcol at
this sort of excuse myself by
now): “They don't need
books. They remember every-
thing without them. They
know by heart the literature
of all civilizations. Reading
and writing are nothing b.At
crutches for primitive minas.’

I don’t believe it. I want to
see those bocks. Their absencs
if one more proof of the un-
likelihood that these stories
are true at all.

But whether the spacemen
are illiterate or not, they
ought to realize that proof 1S
fieeded, desn'able and ghs,w:d-
ly easy to furmsh Tney have

- e, el R TR M

yet to give a_good reason for
not providing it; and we can
only conclude that they don't
want to be believed in after
all, no matter what they say.
If a defender says, at this
point, that the UFOs them-
selves have been playing this
same tantalizing and contra-
dictory game for years, re-
fusing to get themselves
conclusively accepted, yet
sceptics have not denied their

existence, he is confused
agam, For the UF{s. are
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unidentified flying objects.
We have no reliable clue
whatever to their purposes.
Ve have no reason to expect
to understand them.

But the space beings have
plainly, specifically, and re-
peatedly stated their object-
tives, We know what they
want, because they have told

us. Their failure to use ef-
o GANPWRAS
fective methoc
iained,
piaiig
To what extent do the

contactees support and believe
each other’s stories? In pub-
lic, everybody endorses every-
body else-—they can hardly do
otherwise. Belief is another
matter. I do not undertake to
say how much belief is ex-
changed among them; only
that there are hints in these
books of a certain caution, a
certain uncertainty that all
the other stories are absolute-
1y 100 percent.

More important—to what
extent do the “spacemen’ sup-
port each other?

They rather spectacularly
fail to do so.

Where was Clarion, for ex-
ample, during the night of
August 23-24, 19547

On that night, Adamski
claims, he was shown both
sides of the Moon by Ramu of
Saturn, through an instrument
on the Venusian carrier ship.
(He had already seen the fa-
miliar side once before, on
April 21-22, 1953, from the Sa-
turnian ship.) As the ship
goes around from the familiar
toward the unfamiliar side,

ahead of it in the sky should
have been Captain Aura
Rhanes’ Clarion. But neither
Ramu nor Adamski mention
1t. Adamski certainly knew
about Clarien—for Bethurum
had wvisited Palomar Gardens
during the summer of 1953,
and Adamski had then accept-
ed Bethurum’s story. But
with a whole planet missing
from where 1t should be,
Adamski is neither surpised
nor curious. Ramu even asks
him, as they begin to retreat
from the Moon, “Have you
any questions before we re-
turn 1o, ‘the - lounges” i
could think of none,” Adam-
ski writes, “and shook my
head.”

And what about Fowser?

Williamson handles Fowser,
the “dark moon” of Earth,
which is never seen by us be-
cause of “certain conditions”
(unspecified), and William-
son met Adamski in the sum-
mer of 1952 and was present
at Adamski’s first “contact.”
Fowser is a busy place; betore
the attempted contact by Zo,
Um, Elex, Noro, Zago, etc.,
with Willilamson’s group, on
Sept. 28, 1952, the “landing
ship” was readied on Fowser
and there were 14,000 bells
near it. Fowser is prominent
in Williamson’s book, Other
Tongues, published in 1957,

Then on Sept. 8, 1954,
Adamski, eating sandwiches
and coffee with Firkon arnd
Ramu in a Los Angeles res-
taurant, hears from Ramu a
long history of Earth. Among
Ramu’s statements are the
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following: ‘“Another condi-
tion that we had watched
with interest in observing the
formation and development of
the Earth planet was the
forming of only one moon as
its companion. (Italics mine.)
Under the natural law of con-
ditions, this would result 1in
an unbalanced state unless
at some future time another
moon was formed to comple-
mient the small companion of
a growing world.”

Apparently Ramu had never
heard of any second moon.

Adamski, with knowledge
of two additional astronom-
ical bodies accompanying the
Earth and its Moon, never
asks his good space friends,
who are so generous with all
kinds of other information,
to contirm Clarion or Fowser.
He never mentions Admirals’
Scows or Crystal Bells.

FHe never mentions “vent-
las,” either, though ventlas
are a prevalent type of space
vehicle, patronized by Van
Tassel’'s “other-world intelli-
gences” On FHep, 13, 1953,
Ashtar, “commandant Vela
quadra sector, station Share,”
tells the V.T. group that “86
projections, 9100 waves, of
236,000 ventlas™” are combining
forces to create a “Light
energy .. vortice  near ' the
Earth that will “create exten-
#ive damage.”

Five nights later, with this
#imada still presumably pa-
trolling space near Earth,
Adamski is having a long
calm conversation with Or-
thon, Firkon, Kalna and Il-

muth, and the Venusian
“master’—none of wiom
brecathe a syllable about theo
disciplinary ventlas,

Then there is the problem
cf Solex Mal.. Naturaliy all
the contactees sooner or later
ask their friends from spico
about the language situation;
wily 1S communication s £ 1
ent? No spaceman actunily
says there is no such languaps
as Solex Mal; but no one ex-
cept Williamson’s spaceicen
refers. to it.at all. " Gan it be
that on Mercury, Mars, and
Pluto they have no idea tiiat
they are supposed to use the
“universal tongue’?

I could quote other exam-
ples of inexplicable omis-
sions; but there are also cases
of something worse—actual
flat contradictions between
one statement from space and
another.

All planets have approxi-
mately the same atmosphere,
say all of the spacemen ex-
cept Fry's A-Lan; he has to
practice for four more years
before he can expose himself
fully to the air of Earth.

All solar systems have 12
planets, say Adamskti’s
friends: but Zo claims that
there is a Solar System Twen-
ty-Two, thus named because 1t
has 22 planets (the 15th, we
learn further, was once named
Wogog but is now Elala—a
pleasing revision),

Extraterrestrial records
about Earth go back 78 mil-
lion years, says one spaceman;
75,000 years, say another.

The craters on the Moon
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were formed by meteorites
and by erosion; the craters on
the moon were 1ot caused by

meteors or volcanic action,
but came about by “vortical
motion.”

Statements about Earth's

past, toco long to quote, give
completely different pictures.
If these “spacemen’ set any

boundaries to their own infor- -

mation, then omissions and
contradictions like the above,
and many others, might be
glossed over as ignorance; but
they do not. With the excep-
tion of A-Lan, they all claim
to be experts who have trav-
elled throughout space, and
these statements are made as
generalizations. ‘They don’t
make mistakes, they don’t tell
lies, and their words are ac-
curately reported.

That bemg the case,
wonder liow they can be zo cb-
livious of each other’s ex
ence, o*o'n'ion:a,, and ifacts.
as a skeptic,
stories au-

XNoOw wiay
to know so
ng—abpout the
to know why

33

we

gped 5
Ly g™

Canl ccﬂ‘ﬂluer
thentic, I
Oo1ec g;ﬂup SCLCITI;
little—if anythi
others I want
the “universal Ilanguage” 1is
apparently not universal at
all. I want to know where
Clarion and Fowser were that
night when Adamski was out
in space and on the other side
of the Moon.

Thanks to the Red Queen,
Charles Fort, and modern
technology, we have formed
the habit of saying without
thinking, “Anything is possi-
ble.” ‘But there seem to be

some occasions waen this 1is
not true: namecly, when two
facts, mutually exclusive by
definition, would kave to co-
exist, It is impossible for it
to be day and night at the
same time 1n the same place;
it is impossible for the same
man to be sml..lsf“am:m sly &
feet tall and 6 feet tall, or to
stand on his head and his feet
at the same time. And it is im-
possivle for Clarion to be
there and not there, as Adam-
ski’s friends look toward it, at
the same time.

To sum up: everything
about these books is incon-
sistent with tie theory that
they are true, and fataliy con-
sistent witih the theory that
hney are inventions. There is
not a 1 ne that c;tamps the

stories as “unearthiy.” The gl-
leged gpacemen azc rﬁﬁimjle
mtelligences but boastiul
bragearts gifted *;E;jﬁ_;ki__ at

ma_'u*w excuses. 1'he authors
make o'?rf‘g us blunders

th’*y contradict themsely e:,

each ot 1r:,z."
1S m:*ﬂ***; nate to sunpPo ck
astonishing claims; simbple
proois that would be unshak-
apla are nevar offered.

The Germans have a
saying about a badly-written
book: “Es lasst sich  nicht
esen —it will not aliow it-
self to be read. So it is with
these contaci-communication
stories—they do not allow

themselves to be relieved.

Nevertheless they are be-
lieved, apparently with no
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real concern over any incon-
gruities, and with indeiinitely
elastic open-mindedness. The
discinles seem avie to swaliow
ever-ilimsier exnlanation ifor
ever-wilder stories; with no
perceptible twinges of protest
they have progressed from be-
lieving in Mr. Adamskt’s Ven-
usians (who by now sound
positively seiisible compared
to their successors) to believ-
ing in “samples of hair
clinped from a 385-pound
Venusian dog”’ (the ranking
absurdity as this is wri“ten,
though by tie time it is pub-
lished the dog may be
eclipsed by a Jupiterian
whale).

Why do books that “fall
apart in the hand” as they are
read, or crumble into arrant
nonsense under any kind of
examination, find publishers
and a market? 1 suspect that
many believers have not real-
ly r2ad the books at all, in any
critical sence of the word, but
have formed their judgments
from the impressive or “sin-
cere” platform manner of con-
tactee lecturers; the books
are bought but never closely
examinad. Or they may have
read the books and even con-
sidered the objections; but
the emotional value of the
stories to them 1s great
enough to override any pro-
tests of logic, particularly
when high-scunding generali-
ties like tolerance, the search
for the Truth, and so
on, can be rung into the argu-
ment.

So far as the contactees are

conicerned, what do these stor-
1es represen t—embellish-
ments, fraud, imagination,
dgaydreams, hallucination, sug-
gestibility, imitation, fantasy,
or deiusion? No one knows
what the mixture is for each
case—Dby now, not even the
contactess,

From a few cases comes the
unmistakable and undiluted
reek of the money motive, but
by no means from all. There
are other rewards for the role
of Ccontact Man. There is the
thrilling knowledge that he
has the answer to a riddle
that batiles everyone else: as
Orieo Angelucci put it, “I
knew that I could have re-
vealed many things about the
saucer situation that were be-
lieved to be well hidden—and
thus have stolen the thunder
from many.,” If the sccret
sconcr or later burns a hole
in the- tongue, the resulting
limealight is not unbearable.

There may be the desire to
reiriforce one’'s own “message’
by giving it the greater au-
thority of extraterrestrialism
—+t0 make eternal truths seem
still truer because they are
spoken by Venusians or Sat-
urnians. _

There is the extreme dis-
tinction of having been one of
the rare few singlsad out by
these gracious supermen for
their friendship and their rev-
elations. There 1is the ex-
citement of thinking that
around the next corner may
come a spacemen, deeply dis-
guised to others as a “fac
tory worker,” perhaps, but
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known to you, by a secret
wign, as a Neptunian!

Even the disciples, who
simply tollow, believe, and re-
peat, can share the anticipa-
tion. “1 too may have a con-
tact. I too may recognize the
factory werker, I toc may ily
to Venus! It has all happened
to people no rmore remaikable
than I am; it could happen to

me, too.”

Besides—we are so 1mpa-
tient! And the UFOs have
never been tractable or help-
ful about explaining them-
selves, The answer could not
be bought (do you remember
the newspaper rewards oi-
fered in the early days for
““the first live saucer”?). It
could not be found by per-
sonal determination: “I'm
going to roll up my sleeves
and get to the bottom of this
or know the reason why!”
(the stalwarts found neither
bottom not reason). It could
not be found by the govern-
ment (according to the gov-

ernment).

We human beings, we Ban-
dar-log, don’t take bafflement
gracetully. We don’t like per-
manent mysteries. Most peo-
ple walked off and ignored
the uncrackable cocoanut:
others—too many others—had
that uncontrollable urge to
produce the answer. If ‘noth-
ing was known, something
had to be invented. I think
that, in part, “space intelli-
gences” were an inevitable re-
action to the impatience
caused by the UFOs them-
‘selves,

“Zta Ui e Tl XA 1
dranvn by his

Best of all, for contactees
and ff:}ﬂcwa%rs aizke thesd stor-

1es have “normalize:i”” the
wiiole 1dea  of extralterres-
trials, which some ten vyears

ago bﬁgan to loom as an actual
om:inous prebability. Now it
turns out that these intell:-
gent, powerful, sinister stran-
gers get hungry just like us,
cracis _‘]OLE‘ hate soap cperas,
and say ""a’Ierry Christmas.”
As for their unearthly powers,
why, these are no menace;
they are to be used only help-
fully, to protect man' from
the consequences of his own
mistakes.

Orfeo Angelucci’s beok may
well be the most illuminating
on our list in this respect. I
wonder whether this author
has any idea how much he has
told us about himself, or how
plainly. Vanity frustrated is
clear on every page of the
foreword describing his early
life; vanity gratified rever-
berates from every detail of
his association with Orion,
Lyra, and "his ‘other 'self”
Neptune. These “superbly
magnificent bein gs’ chose
him for their first contact

ith the people of earth,
“baptized” him in the “pearly
ioloo’ of their saucer ‘fin
the true light of worlds eter-
nal,” called him “besloved
friend” and “citizen ‘cf the
cosmos,”’ and, finally, charged
him: “You are our emissary
for the present, Orfeo, and
you must act!” Such consola-

tions, sccret o but glorious,
were weil viorth the ridicule

story a; first,
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and well worth the dismay
and embarrassment he caused
his family rather than “break
faith” with the space beings.

Fear as well as egotism is
written large on these pages
also, It 1s remarkable how
many times Angelucci speaks
of “soft music,” “soft lignt,”
“softly glowing light”; how
many times Orion or Lyra
“spoke softly,’ ‘“said gently,”
“smiled warmly.” Anyone whno
wants to see the non-financial
motives for contact commu-
nication at work cannot do

better than to study The Se-
cret of the Saucers.

You, the believers, will
continue to -accept these
stories, which do not offend
your intelligence and which
you nced. But do not call us,
the sceptics, narrow-minded
because we are less ‘easily
satisfied. Do not say that we
have no reasons except blind
prejudice  to doubt: these
stories, Do not require us to
become the prisoners of your
crecdulity.
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